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sonal meeting. I was, moreover, introduced to the manu-
facturers of London, as well as to those of Paris, and we
scanned fche chances of finding already finished an object-
glass of the size necessary for the large telescope ordered
by the Cincinnati Astronomical Society. I soon learned
the utter impossibility of finding one in London. The
largest glass in the shop of Troughton & Simms was but
seven inches in diameter, and that desired for the Cincin-
nati Observatory must be at least twelve inches, or in the
ratio of nearly eight to one in power. Hence, in London,
no glass could be found which was of more than one
eighth the power of the one in search of which I had
commenced and thus far prosecuted my journey. The cele-
brated Dollond, whose shop I visited on leaving Troughton
& Simms, gave me to understand that it would require full
five years to construct such an instrument as had been
ordered, and further added that he would not contract to
finish one in any definite time.

I had placed but little reliance on finding an object-glass
in London, ready made; but the amount of time necessary
to make and mount a twelve-inch glass I must confess
rather startled me, more especially as it was affirmed that
the strong probability was. that, go where I might, from
three to five years must be consumed in making and mount-
ing. This prospect was not particularly cheering, but as
the whole world was yet before me, I was not disposed to
yield the hope that going farther I should fare better.spect was brightening, and already at the close
